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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (CAR) 
Situation Report No. 45 (as of 7 January 2015) 

 
This report is produced by OCHA CAR in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period between 15 December 2014 and 6 

January 2015. The next report will be issued on or around 22 January 2015. 

Highlights 

 
 Fighting continues in eight locations 

countrywide, causing loss of life and 
displacing thousands of people.  

 Eleven people were killed in intercommunity 
violence in Mbres. Most of the population is 
still displaced in forest areas. 

 More than 90 per cent of the nearly 500 
members of the Peuhl community sheltering in 
Yaloké wish to relocate. 

 The 2014 humanitarian appeal is 68 per cent 
funded.  

 The Strategic Response Plan 2015 requests 
nearly US$613 million to deliver humanitarian 
assistance to an estimated 2 million people of 
the 2.7 million people in need in CAR. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sources: UNDSS, OCHA, CCCM and Health cluster                                                                                                  

Situation Overview   
The overall situation in CAR has not changed since the previous reporting period.  However, a new cycle of 
security incidents has been registered countrywide, including intercommunity violent attacks and threats. The 
humanitarian situation remains critical, and relief agencies continue to reach out to communities, civil society and 
armed groups in an effort to promote peace and the respect of humanitarian space. As the dry season sets in, 
partners expect better road conditions, which would let them reach more people and pre-position supplies ahead of 
the rainy season in May.  
 
Intercommunal tensions remained high in Nana-Mambere Province, with sporadic gunshots reported in Bouar town 
during the Christmas and New Year period. During that time, security incidents increased in the region, including a 
violent incident against one international aid worker. On 19 December, an armed group attacked Combo Bombo 
village, located 37 kms from the city of Amada-Gaza, resulting in 11 casualties, the burning of several houses and 
the displacement of an unverified number of people who sought refuge in the bush. Due to insecurity, humanitarian 
partners have restricted movements in the region, including movements of mobile health clinics. In the same area, 
Bombo and Tanga villages were attacked on 21 December. There were an unknown number of casualties, houses 
burned and people who fled. On 22 December, intercommunal violence in Carnot caused two casualties. Five 
people were injured and an unspecified number of people displaced. On the same day, inter-ethnic violence forced 
80 people of Congolese origin to seek refuge at the Bishopric site in Berberati. Their NFI needs have been met 
through a PU-AMI- and MSF-coordinated distribution.  
 

438,538 
IDPs in CAR, 
including 
 

51,058 
in 34 sites Bangui 
(as of 4 January) 

68% 
Funding available 
(about US$337 
million) against the 
revised SRP 2014 
requirements of $555 
million 

4.6 million 
Population of CAR 
 

2.7 million 
People who need 
assistance 
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On 21 December, fighting between Peuhl herders and anti-Balaka elements killed 10 people and injured dozens in 
the south-west town of Nola, Sangha-Mbaere Province, near the border with Cameroon. Residents fled by 
motorbike taxi to the east and north. Despite access constraints, humanitarian partners are evaluating needs in an 
effort to provide suitable relief assistance. 
 
On 18 December, 11 people were killed in clashes between anti-Balaka and members of the ex-Seleka armed 
group in Mbres, Nana-Grebizi Province. Infrastructure was damaged and houses destroyed, prompting the 
displacement of an unspecified number of people to nearby forest areas. All villages from Kaga Bandoro to Mbres 
are empty and health centres have been looted. The situation elsewhere in the province is calm but unpredictable. 
Aid agencies continue to provide assistance in areas allowed by security partners. However, movements to some 
of the attacked areas are restricted due to safety concerns. 
 
On 22 December, seven people, including three civilians, were killed and six seriously injured in intercommunity 
attacks in Bambari, Ouaka Province. Fourteen houses were burned, which sent scores of villagers fleeing into the 
bush or to the capital, Bangui. On the same day, an incursion of armed LRA elements in Moussa village, 12 kms 
from Rafai, Haut Mbomou Province, left several villagers injured. Hostages were taken, some of whom managed to 
escape and are being supported by Mercy Corps.  
 
According to a UNHCR-led assessment conducted on 18 December, more than 90 per cent of the nearly 500 
members of the Peuhl community sheltering in Yaloké, Ombella Mpoko Province, expressed their desire to relocate 
to a safer location within the country, or to regroup with their families who have sought refuge in neighbouring 
countries. Targeted violence in recent months forced the group to flee Bangui in April 2014 and seek shelter in 
Yaloké, about 200 kms from the capital. Hostilities prevented their departure from the area. The group’s key needs 
include emergency assistance to treat malnutrition, malaria and tuberculosis.  
 
World Vision is scaling up activities to improve the living conditions of displaced people, including health-care 
services and essential medicines, water, hygiene and sanitation activities, protection and shelter. On 30 December, 
the Minister of Social and Humanitarian Affairs, Eugenie Yarafa, visited Yaloké to assess the humanitarian 
situation. She stated that the Government will carry out a case-by-case examination of IDPs and support the 
restoration of social cohesion in the region.  
 
On 28 December, a WFP vehicle and hardware materials were stolen from inside the WFP compound in Bangui. 
The same vehicle was used by three armed men on 31 December to rob a restaurant in the capital.   
 
There are approximately 438,538 IDPs in CAR. They include 51,058 in 34 sites in Bangui, 125,078 in 74 sites in 
the Bimbo area, 177,528 in 108 sites countrywide, 225,359 staying with host families and about 35,650 in the 
forest.  
 
 

Funding 
As of 31 December, international donors had committed $376.4 million, or 68 per cent, of the $555 million 
requested in the 2014 CAR Strategic Response Plan (SRP), leaving a shortfall of $179.1 million. Early recovery, 
education and emergency shelter are the least funded sectors.  

As the new year begins, the SRP 2015 requests nearly $613 million to deliver humanitarian assistance to an 
estimated 2 million people of the 2.7 million people in need in CAR, and $298 million to assist nearly 461,200 CAR 
refugees in Chad, Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Republic of the Congo through the 
CAR Regional Refugee Response Plan 2015. The number of people who need humanitarian assistance has 
increased from 2.5 million to 2.7 million over the past year. 
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Humanitarian Response  

 Education 

Needs: 

 Temporary safe learning spaces (ETAPEs) with age-sensitive educational and 
recreational activities, teaching and learning materials and child-protection services 
for 180,000 people are needed.  

 A total of 2,500 teachers need psychosocial training. 
 School-feeding activities, particularly in provinces with a low rate of student returns, 

are required for 250,000 people. 
 

Response: 

 Since January 2014, 37,715 children benefited from learning and protection activities in 174 ETAPEs in 
Bangui, Bossangoa, Boda, Gaga, Grimari and Yaloké. The programmes include French and math classes, 
recreational activities, life-skills training and psychosocial support.  

 A total of 612 teachers and instructors were trained in psychosocial support to children who experienced 
violence during the conflict.  

 A total of 147,185 students benefited from school-feeding programmes countrywide, encouraging students and 
teachers to return to schools.   

 Emergency rehabilitation and construction activities have been completed in 64 schools, providing decent 
learning and recreational spaces to more than 20,460 students. Construction and rehabilitation activities are 
ongoing in 280 schools in 11 provinces and Bangui.  

 
Gaps and constraints: 
 
 Constant population movements and volatile security situations due to ongoing fighting in some provinces are 

challenging the provision of structured education, child-protection activities and the timely delivery and 
distribution of school supplies.  

 More efforts should be made to organize psychosocial trainings for teachers to ensure that children have 
access to adequate trauma care. 

 The back-to-school initiative was launched to support the progressive return of students and teachers to 
school. However, the limited quantity of school supplies, such as slates and chalk, is insufficient to meet the 
urgent needs of all the reopened schools countrywide.   

 

Emergency Telecommunications 

Response: 
 

 The ETC continues to support humanitarian organizations operating in Bangui with issues related to 
troubleshooting, radio programming, technical advice and information sharing. 

 In Kaga-Bandoro, WFP ICT staff have completed the relocation of UNICEF’s VSAT station from the Catholic 
church to the new UN common humanitarian compound in UNICEF on behalf of ETC. Wi-Fi for the 
humanitarian community and dedicated data services are now being provided. 

 ETC has deployed VHF channel 3 and a HF Communication Centre in Ndele. An additional channel 5 repeater 
and a VSAT will be deployed in the coming weeks. 

 In Bossangoa, a mission was deployed from 7 to 11 November to restore the radio security 
telecommunications network, which was disrupted when the tower was knocked over by a vehicle. The solution 
is temporary and the ETC has secured another 40-metre mast, which is being transported to Bossangoa for 
erecting and to re-establish the VHF antennas. 

 All ETC information is available at: http://ictemergency.wfp.org/web/ictepr/emergencies2013/central-african-
republic  
 

Gaps and constraints:  
  

 Staffing of radio rooms is required in the common compounds in Ndele, Bambari and Bouar that were 
previously established by the ETC to provide daily tracking. 

 Additional funding is required to maintain operations at their current level. The ETC and the Logistics Cluster 
are preparing a budget revision to address these gaps. 

551,000 

Vulnerable people targeted  

in 2015 with emergency 

education.  
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Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM)   

 Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items (NFI) 

 
Needs:  

 In Kaga Bandoro, Save the Children has identified 928 displaced households in 
need of NFI assistance. They all sought refuge with host families.  

 
Response:   
 

 In Bossangoa, through an owner-driven housing reconstruction CRS project, 654 tarpaulins, security kits (one 
kit per household containing windows, frames, door, padlocks) have been distributed to 269 households and 
tool kits to 298 households (one for five households). ACTED distributed 731 security kits and 138 tool kits as 
part of its reconstruction programme. The creation of reconstruction committees among the community to lead 
the project has been supported. 

 In Berberati, some 50 people of Congolese origin have sought refuge at the Bishopric site after the recent 
insurgence of violence. Their NFI needs have been met through a PU-AMI- and MSF-coordinated distribution.  

 In Yaloké, World Vision is constructing 50 houses containing two rooms and a living space in an alternative IDP 
site for the Peuhl community. A high percentage of people in the Peuhl community have expressed their will to 
be relocated outside Yaloké.  

 In Bambari, UNHCR has contracted COOPI to build a fence around the alternative fence. Allocation of lots 
started on 5 January. COOPI has started sensitization campaigns to prepare the relocation of IDPs to the new 
site. Distribution of emergency shelter materials, including tarpaulins so that households can build their 
emergency shelter, will follow.   
 

Gaps and constraints: 
 

 In Bangui, the PU-AMI project managing the M’poko IDP site has received a one-month no-cost extension by 
UNHCR. Funds should be rendered available urgently to prevent gaps occurring after 31 January when the 
project ends.     

 

 Food Security 

  
Needs: 
 

 According to the November 2014 Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, an 
estimated 1.5 million people require food assistance, of whom 1.3 million are in the rural areas and 209,978 in 
Bangui.  

 Food reserves in rural areas are 40 to 50 per cent lower than average, and the lean season is expected to start 
as early as March. Life-saving assistance to severely food insecure people will be key in the coming months to 
support households towards the lean season.  

 Support to boost food production will be critical to save livelihoods and reduce vulnerable farming families’ 
dependence on humanitarian aid. Promotion of vegetable production, small-livestock rearing and fish farming 
are priorities. Funds will be urgently released to begin the distribution of seeds and tools in time for the first 
growing season in March. 

 Due to widespread insecurity, looting and slaughtering, crop production in 2014 was 58 per cent lower than the 
pre-crisis average.  

 
Response: 
 

 WFP planned to reach 622,566 beneficiaries in November and December combined. It managed to reach 81 
per cent of the target, i.e., nearly 504,000 beneficiaries with 6,766 mt of food.  

 Of all the beneficiaries, over 36,000 were children receiving fortified nutritional products through the blanket-
feeding programme. 

 A total of 50,000 children received school meals. 

600,000 
Vulnerable people targeted 
in 2015 with emergency 
shelter and NFIs. 

1.2 million 
Vulnerable people targeted 
in 2015 
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 The Food Security Cluster conducted a Cluster Performance Monitoring to assess the quality of its coordination 
functions and production of key deliverables. The coordination performance report was shared with the 
Humanitarian Country Team, inter-cluster members, co-lead agencies, national authorities and the global 
cluster on 26 December. This consultative process is part of the Transformative Agenda and the commitment 
to improve coordination and accountability. 

 
Gaps and constraints:  
 

 Funds are urgently needed to start the activities planned in the 2015 SRP as soon as possible, especially for 
agricultural activities in order to start the crop season on time. 

 Insecurity across the roads and at distribution sites continues to represent main constraints. 
 

Logistics 

Response: 
 

 The cluster continues to collect, compile and share information regarding partners’ road transport plan from 
Bangui to various field locations. 

 The cluster shared information with partners regarding the current status of entry points and road 
access/constraints, and the contact details of customs offices and suppliers. 

 A road-rehabilitation project is planned with the cluster and ACTED in Ouham and Ouham-Péndé regions. The 
agreement is at the final stage of review and signature. 

 Updated information was shared on the cluster’s website regarding UNHAS flights and Logistics Cluster 
information: http://logcluster.org/ops/caf13a    

Gaps and constraints:  
 

 Poor infrastructure and insecurity along the main roads remain a logistical challenge, hampering the 
humanitarian logistics chain.  

 Access to national service providers remains an issue in Bangui and the provinces. 
 

 Protection 

 
Needs: 

 Increase protection response to people affected in hotspots, particularly in the 
regions of Mbres, Kaga Bandoro – Mbres axis, Berberati, Batangafo and areas 
affected by LRA attacks (Haut Mbomou in south-east CAR). 

 Advocacy with armed groups and international forces needs to be strengthened to 
ensure respect for basic human rights and protection of civilians in areas where recent attacks have occurred. 

 Tensions and increased violence in zones such as Mbres, Berberati and Carnot led to displacement of civilians 
including women and children, exposing them to stress, affecting their rights and triggering the need for 
psychosocial support and recreational opportunities.  

 An estimated 10,000 children are associated with armed groups in CAR.  

 Address the exploitation of children by armed groups, sexual violence against children and women, as well as 
family separations in Mbomou and Haut Mbomou Provinces following inter-communal clashes in violence 
linked to LRA. 

 A mission to Yaloké’s enclave (16-18 December) found that IDPs’ living conditions are appalling, with many 
suffering from malnutrition. UNHCR collected the relocation intentions of the Peulh community at risk, with 92 
per cent expressing their intentions to relocate to Cameroon and Chad. 
 

Response: 
 

 In collaboration with UNHCR and its partner PU-AMI, the Protection Cluster organized the first three “go-and-
see” visits for IDPs living at the M'poko site. Forty IDPs were able to visit their neighbourhoods in the PK5 
enclave in the 3

rd
 district (Boulata, Yambassa and Fondo neighbourhoods) on 17, 22 and 23 December. These 

" visits give IDPs the opportunity to return to their neighbourhoods and see the reality, visit their houses and be 
aware of remaining basic services. Some had not seen their houses for months, others for a year. Following 

2 million 
Vulnerable people targeted 
in 2015  

http://logcluster.org/ops/caf13a
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these visits, IDPs participated in restitution meetings with other IDPs on the M'poko site to describe what they 
had seen and list their needs in order to find durable solutions outside of the IDP site.  

 On 22 December, the Protection Cluster met with MINUSCA to follow up on the Batangafo crisis. Based on the 
last protection matrix, Batangafo is still one of the highest priorities in terms of protection of civilians in CAR. 
Considering the threats by armed groups to attack the IDP sites inside the city, the cluster advocated the 
immediate protection of the sites by reinforcing MINUSCA’s presence in the city, and to support the return of 
most IDPs to their homes. 

 The cluster met with an election specialist commissioned by ECHO to discuss the displacement situation and 
the challenge of having IDPs and refugees vote in the upcoming elections. Based on current displacement 
trends, several issues were discussed, the movements of IDPs between their place of origin and IDP sites, the 
lack of documentation, and the challenges of registering and distributing voter cards to IDPs based on an 
unstable situation in some parts of the country.  

 From 22 to 24 December, the cluster organized a workshop in Paoua on international protection, the cluster 
approach and humanitarian principles. Thirty-six participants from local authorities, the police force, MINUSCA 
and partner NGOs attended the training. 

 During December, 34 children were newly identified among the ex-Seleka armed groups in Ouaka (Bambari). 
Twenty-five of the children, including four girls, were released, and temporary care arrangements were set up 
for them. Nine children were identified among ex-Selekas in Kaga Bandoro, with their release planned for the 
near future.  

 In December, 960 children had access to three child-friendly spaces in Berberati (Mambere Kadei). Child-
protection activities have been initiated in Carnot and are planned for nearby Gamboulai early this year. 
Recreational activities have been accessed by 600 children in Yaloké (Ombella Mpoko).  

 During the reporting period, key judicial and police personnel received child-protection training. Fifty-five 
magistrates, lawyers, police officers and prison guards were trained in the specifics of child protection in the 
judicial and police sphere.   

 Twenty-nine new cases of unaccompanied and separated children have been identified and registered in 
Bangui, Yaloké, Bozoum and Berberati. Family research activities and temporary care arrangements have 
been initiated for these children. Discussions with relevant actors regarding the adoption of binding standards 
for the selection and work with temporary host families have been initiated. Following advocacy by the Child 
Protection Sub-Cluster, WFP provided extra food rations for host families who temporarily take in child victims 
of family separations. 

 During the reporting period, the Child Protection Sub-Cluster supported a week-long advocacy mission of the 
African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child. The committee held discussions with key 
child-protection actors from civil society and Government. Following the mission, they expressed grave concern 
about the effect of the CAR crisis on children, particularly child recruitment, family separations and violence 
against children. 

 
Gaps and constraints : 

 
 More support is required from some local authorities, particularly on issues related to protection and the fight 

against impunity. 

 Difficult and deteriorating infrastructure conditions hinder access to communities, particularly children and 
women who require protection. 

 Violence, insecurity and banditry continue to impede humanitarian access and protection interventions, 
particularly in areas identified as hotspots. These include Mbres, Kaga Bandoro – Mbres axis, Berberati and 
other geographical areas of the country.  

 The lack of adequate funding is a major constraint on child-protection activities, particularly in thematic areas 
that require longer-term engagement, such as reintegration of child soldiers or psychosocial support to children 
in need. 

 

 Water, Sanitation, Hygiene  

Needs: 
 

 The following sites require WASH assistance: Bambari site S (10,345 IDPs), M 
(3,805 IDPs), NDV (8,335 IDPs), Ngakobo (6,195 IDPs), Grimari (135 IDPs and 
7,000 returnees), Bossangoa (35,000 returnees), Petit Seminaire (350 IDPs), Kabo (1,361 IDPs), Kaga 
Bandoro site Eveche (7,230 IDPs), Priosse Nativite (245 IDPs), Bissingale (212 IDPs), Moyen Sido (992 IDPs), 
Bangui (58,774 IDPs in 37 sites), Carnot (587 IDPs) and Yaloke (562 IDPs).  
 

1,400,000 
People targeted in 2015  
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Response: 
 

 In Bambari, ICRC and TGH are delivering 108 m
3
 of potable water per day by water trucking and bucket 

chlorination to 26 wells. TGH is maintaining sanitation facilities, ensuring access by 60 to 72 people per latrine 
and 60 to 90 people per shower. Community-hygiene promoters provide hygiene-promotion services.  

 In Ngakobo, water is supplied by the SUCAF water system. TGH is maintaining sanitation facilities, ensuring 
access by 44 people per latrine and 89 people per shower. Community hygienists have been trained on the site 
and within the community at risk. 

 In Grimari, TGH is supplying 30 m
3
 of potable water per day and maintaining the sanitation facilities in the IDP 

site, ensuring fewer than 20 people for each facility. 

 ANEA has rehabilitated four boreholes: one along the road to Bouca and three on the road to Bangui. 

 In Bouca, the Central African Red Cross Society has started digging three wells and is carrying out hygiene–
and-sanitation promotion activities.    

 In Kaga Bandoro, ICRC continues the potable water supply through water trucking and boreholes; 50 to 85 
people per latrine and 42 to 110 people per shower. UNICEF has provided a generator and spare parts to a 
borehole in order to intensify water production in the Eveche site. ANEA, with UNICEF support, has repaired 
four boreholes in Lycée Polyvalent, Gribingui II, Bebe and Loungoula Bongo.  

 In Moyenne Sido, SOLIDARITÉS has completed two boreholes, 41 latrines and 41 showers, which equals 24 
people for each latrine and shower. IOM is maintaining the sanitation structures. 

 In Bangui, 688 m
3
 of water has been distributed per day in all the sites through water trucking, boreholes and 

the SODECA network. Water trucking has been reduced and replaced by boreholes according to the WASH 
Cluster strategy. One borehole has been constructed in the Saint Antoine de Padou, Capucin and Saint Joseph 
de Mokassa IDP sites. 

 In Carnot, potable water is supplied by the SODECA network. MSF is in charge of sanitation (35 people per 
latrine and 42 per shower). 

 In Yaloké, potable water is supplied through boreholes. Caritas is in charge of sanitation (31 people per latrine 
and 35 per shower). 

 
Gaps and constraints: 
 

 The lack of funding for all sites in Bangui and Ouaka Province after contracts end on 31 December. The most 
urgent issue is securing waste collection in the sites in Bangui. 

 Operational response coordination needs to be strengthened in key areas hosting communities at risk in 
respect of the ‘Do no Harm’ approach. 

 A clear integrated strategy for humanitarian assistance to returnees in Bangui is required.  

 Semi-permanent WASH infrastructures are required in most IDP sites hosting people for an extensive period. 
 

 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Francois Goemans, Head of Office, goemans@un.org, Tel: +236 70 73 87 30 

Gemma Cortes, Head of Public Information and Advocacy Section, cortesg@un.org, Tel: +236 70 08 75 65 

Ingrid Bokosset, Public Information Assistant, bokosset@un.org, Tel: +236 70 00 95 99 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/car or reliefweb.int 
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